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man and in a few mileage is considered. Richmond’s offer

of 1&frac12; guineas for every case is perhaps the most satis-

factory. The Bromley union, on the other hand, offers

only 10s., the fee which its district medical officers now

receive. The circular prompted the Risbridge guardians to
write to the Local Government Board urging that it would
be better for both patients and medical men if an Order were
to be issued making the guardians responsible for the pay-
ment’of the fee fixed by Order, and giving them power to
recover it from the husband or natural guardian of the
woman in suitable cases. Taking the replies as a whole,
they indicate that the boards of guardians of the country
are at least leavened with the principles of equity
in this matter, and we hope to see many more take

the action which is legally open to them and thus

obviate a grave injustice to medical practitioners and to

indigent mothers. Medical men practising in unions the

guardians of which refuse to accept the responsibility of
paying them fees for arduous services are liable to be

attacked for inhumanity if they refuse to attend a pauper on
a midwife’s summons, or to go entirely unrewarded if they
spend the best part of a night in anxious and devoted

attendance. We are in general agreement with the recom-
mendations of the Midwives Committee of the London

and Counties Medical Protection Society on the receipt of
these replies. They run as follows :-

1. That it should be clearly understood that no doctor shall be
expected to attend on the summons of a midwife unless he chooses to
undertake such work at the fees guaranteed by the guardians, or
others.

2. That the fees of doctors summoned by midwives should be paid
to them in all cases without requiring from them any proof of the
poverty of the patients, any necessary inquiry being made by the
boards of guardians, or others, who should pay the fees of the medical
practitioners without demur, and then take such steps as they migh1
think fit to recover the fees when the patients are able to pay them.

3. That when a doctor is summoned by a midwife to operate 
attend on a woman in a serious emergency he should be the judge as t<
whether or not he should visit the patient again, and, if so, how often
and that for these visits the doctor should be entitled to the usual fee
in addition to the fee for the operation or attendance.

These resolutions were adopted by the council of the societ;
on Sept. 2nd, together with other recommendations, th

chief of which fixes the fee of 1 guinea as the lowest tha
should be received by a medical practitioner for attendanc
on a confinement case and suggests that not less than doubl
this amount should be paid in cases of special difficulty.
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WE publish in another column some interesting statistics
of the defects of vision found in the children attending
certain army schools in India. If confirmation were needed

they emphasise the importance of such investigations.
Indeed, where education is compulsory a proper regard for
the hygienic conditions under which it is carried out becomes
a duty which can no longer be ignored. The trend of

modern medicine is more and more in the direction of

prophylaxis and it cannot be doubted that in the future the
medical inspection of school children will be greatly
extended in scope. The problem has already occupied much
attention by the London County Council. The advice of
their education sub-committee has not yet been confirmed
nor have definite steps been taken to put it into prac.
tice. It is to be hoped that there will be no unduE

delay, for the ophthalmic hospitals and department:
of London are again being flooded with refraction cases
from the Council’s schools. Special attention may b(
directed to the suggestion in the report which we publisl
that the eyes of all children should be examined by i

medical officer for early signs of squint and other visua
defects before school attendance is commenced. Thougl

this may be a counsel of perfection where large masses o
the poorer classes are concerned, general practitioners migh

with advantage take note of it. The amount of pain and
discomfort which might be spared by a periodic examination
of children’s eyes, teeth, and general health is patent to
every medical man, but is far too little appreciated by the
public at large. 

--

SPASTIC CONSTIPATION.

THE condition of spastic constipation, or spastic obstipa-
tion as it is often called by German writers, is one which
1as not received the attention in this country which its
frequency warrants, the more so that its treatment is entirely
different from that of the ordinary or atonic form of con-
stipation. We have received a paper from Dr. Gustav Singer, a
translation of his article in the Wiener klinische Wochenschrift,
giving an interesting account of this condition. He states

that its recognition has only been comparatively a recent
matter and he refers to a paper by Cherchevsky, published
in 1883, as giving an account of six cases. Cherchevsky
recognised that aperients tended to aggravate the condition
and that relief could be afforded by opiates and bella-

donna. Fleiner, Hackel, Kraus, and Westphal all made

observations on cases of this type. Dr. Singer, in recording
his own observations, differentiates two forms of spastic
constipation, a symptomatic variety occurring in association
with diseases of the intestines or other abdominal organs,
and an idiopathic or nervous form occurring in associa-

tion with neurasthenia, hysteria, and other conditions of the
nervous system and in some persons independently. The

symptomatic form occurs not only in connexion with local
lesions of the intestine but also with chronic disease of the

internal genital organs of women, with chronic disease of
the prostate in men, and with local disease of the rectum,.
such as fissure, haemorrhoids, and proctitis, in both sexes. A

similar condition is said to be a constant association of

nephritic colic and to be not infrequent in cases of hyper-
chlorhydria. The symptoms of spastic constipation differ

widely in different cases, and many of them are the result of
the coincident dyspepsia and neurasthenia. In regard to
defascation the patients complain of the defective action of
the bowels and usually notice that the amount evacuated is
very small. The act of defsecation is associated with great
straining and exertion. There is frequently a false desire,
causing ineffective attempts to effect the emptying of-

the bowels. The patients often complain that they can-
feel the fascal matter in the intestine but are unable to-

void it, or they sometimes have frequent small evacuationg
at short intervals-a condition which is termed "fragmentary
evacuations" by Boas. This is compared to frequency of

- micturition by Dr. Singer. On examination the abdomen is
r often found to be in a scaphoid condition, and on palpation
s sections of the large intestine may be found to be contracted
f to form cord-like masses. Sometimes the descending colon
f may be felt as a firm, sausage-shaped, cylindrical body,
e sensitive to pressure. More rarely the same condition may
7 be felt in the right iliac fossa, but as a rule the csecum is
b felt as an inflated, pear-shaped, elastic body. These areas
If of contraction may be felt to alter in position and may be
d noticed in one part of the large intestine at one time and at
;- another part on a subsequent examination. Dr. Singer
e states that the obstruction to the passage of the feaces may

be so marked as to simulate intestinal obstruction-a con-
is dition which has been called by Leube ileus spasticus."
)e It is always important to examine the rectum in these
h cases ; in purely nervous cases no local condition is found
a sufficient to account for the symptoms. On using a

al bougie, after overcoming the resistance of the external

;h sphincter and passing on the bougie a ring-shaped obstruc-
of tion is encountered, the contracted internal sphincter, which
tit Dr. Singer regards as the site of the chief contraction


